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H 4866. 1

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 3048

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Judiciary (originally sponsored by Representatives Lantz,
Goodman, Pettigrew, Roberts, Darneille, Appleton, Hasegawa, and Kenney)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 05/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to creating a pilot program addressing |egal
representation for children in dependency proceedings who are age
twel ve and over; and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. Dependency proceedings are conplicated and
have significant inpacts on a child' s life. Al t hough guardi ans ad
litem and court-appoi nted special advocates are appointed to represent
a child s best interests in dependency proceedi ngs, they have different
skills than attorneys. Attorneys for children age twelve and over in
dependency proceedi ngs can hel p explain | egal proceedings to the child,
formconfidential relationships with the child, and assist the child in
under st andi ng what services are available to the child upon agi ng out
of care.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The dependent youth representation pil ot
program is established to pronote adequate and effective |egal
representation for children age twelve and over in dependency
proceedi ngs. The pilot program shall be adm nistered by the University
of WaAshi ngton school of law, children and youth advocacy clinic.

p. 1 SHB 3048



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W W W WNDNDNDNDDDNDNDNDNDNMDNMNDNNNMNMdMNMNPEPEPPRPPRPPRPERPRPRPRPERERPR
0O N O WNPEFP O OOWwNOD O P WNPEPEOOOWNO O owDNNEe,Oo

(1) The children and youth advocacy clinic shall select at |east
two counties for the pilot program The counties selected shall be
determ ned by whether the county:

(a) Has a strong parents' representation project;

(b) Has a strong court-appointed special advocate or guardian ad
[item programto represent children age twelve and over; and

(c) Lacks a strong system appointing attorneys to represent the
stated interests of dependent children age twel ve and over.

(2) The children and youth advocacy clinic shall adm nister funding
to the selected counties and shall establish a pilot programin which:

(a) Al children age twelve and over who are the subject of a
dependency proceeding under chapter 13.34 RCW are appointed an
at t or ney. For those children whose dependency is filed after the
establishment of the pilot program attorneys are appointed prior to
the first hearing in the child s dependency case;

(b) Attorneys are highly trained in dependency matters;

(c) Attorneys may not maintain a caseload larger than eighty
ongoi ng cases;

(d) Judges and conm ssioners receive training on dependency matters
and on how an attorney for the child affects the dynamcs of the
dependency proceedi ngs;

(e) CQuardians ad litem and court-appointed special advocates
receive training on the different, but conplenentary roles of attorneys
and guardians ad litenfcourt appointed special advocates and how the
"best interest"” standard differs fromthe "stated interest" standard;
and

(f) Existing legal training offered within the county and state is
coor di nat ed.

(3) The children and youth advocacy clinic shall neasure the
performance and outcones of the pilot programrelated to the health and
wel | -being of the child in dependency, including whether there is:

(a) An increase in nonthly private and individual face-to-face
visits between the caseworker and the child;

(b) An increase in regular visits between siblings placed apart and
bet ween children and parents;

(c) An increase in conpleted nental health and educational
screeni ngs and assessnents within the required tine of a child entering
dependency;
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(d) An increase in shared planning neetings occurring wthin the
required time of the child entering dependency;

(e) An increase in conpletion of screenings, assessnents, and
treatnment addressing the child' s health care and other needs within the
required tinmes and at regular intervals during the child s dependency;

(f) An increase in tinely enrollnment in school if the child was
removed from his or her school of origin because of change in
pl acenent; and

(g) A decrease in the nedi an nunber of days that the child was on
runaway status.

(4) The children and youth advocacy clinic shall neasure the
performance and outcones of the pilot programrelated to the attorney's
activities, including:

(a) The anmpunt of tinme that passed between when the child entered
care and when the attorney was assigned the case;

(b) Whether the attorney's presence increased the involvenent of
children in their court proceedings; and

(c) Wether the attorney's efforts increased the nunber, and
appropri ateness, of services ordered for and conpleted by the child.

(5 The <children and vyouth advocacy «clinic shall issue a
prelimnary report to the |egislature by Decenber 31, 2008, and shal
issue a final report and include findings, by Septenber 30, 2009.

~-- END ---
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